XIIL  The English Benedictines

In no aspect of the Oxford Movement was Halifax more
deeply concerned than in the revival of monastic life in the
Church of England. As a young man he had a part in the foun-
dation of the Society of St. John the Evangelist,* He tried his
own vocation at Cowley, and though, on the advice of Father
Benson, he went back to the world, his interest in the Society
was unabated. Some of the Fathers, as Benson himself, Puller,
and Waggett, were close personal friends and, unless unavoid-
ably prevented, he made an annual Retreat at Cowley.

His interest did not end with the Society of St. John the
Evangelist. When in 1893 Gore was looking for a home in the
north for the Community of the Resurrection, Halifax offered
the Order a house near Hickleton and the spiritual charge of
the little mining town of Goldthorpe. The offer was declined,
perhaps fortunately, since the normal possibilities of friction
between landlord and tenant were likely to be increased when
the landlord was Halifax and the tenant was Gore. As it was,
although Halifax was on intimate terms with Dr. Frere, who
succeeded Gore as Superior, and with Edward Talbot, who
followed Dr. Frere, he was always a litde suspicious of the
Community, after its establishment at Mirfield, on the ground
of its infection with what he regarded as Gore's religious and
political heterodoxies.

From the comparative proximity of Kelhaan to Hickleton, it
might be supposed that Halifax would have interested himself
in the Society of the Sacred Mission; actually^ however, his
*Sce Part I, Chapter XH.